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® 0. It presents the spiritual
iwhich taks place in the eout
ratej 'Jonse wiien fegs strips trom
'ty one his success. bravado,

1o render to see how this
ts the old-fashioned spy-
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is & man of consi@arable abdility By
appesls to the supernatural and the
far away he manages to fool and cow
the people while he sucks up every
dollar in aght. Angd this !s how he
Justifies Li® methoda to the cringing
cocknpey who scrves as foi]l to “his
m3le=ty.”

“De. ‘s ltile steailn’ like you
does. and deres big stealin’ like 1
does. For de iMttle stealin' dey
gets you in jatl soen or late. For
de big stealin dey makes you em.
peror and puts you in de hall of
fame when you croaks.” . .

8mithers—And [ bet you got yer
pile o’ money In some safe place.

Janes—!1 sho has' And it's In a
foreigh bank. where no pusson
dont ever git it out RJut me. no
matter what come You didn't
s'pose 1 was holdin’ down dis Em-
peror job for de glory in it, did
you? 8ho’! De fuss and glory part
of it, dat's only to turn de heads
o'de low-flung bush niggers dat's
hero. Dey wants de big circus show
for deir money. [ gives it to ‘'m, an’

1 gite de money. De loag green,

dat's me every time *

But the peuple “get wise” in time to
their Emporor s graf:. and. under the
toadership of Lem wet out to “get” him.
Flrst, they desert the puluce” and take
1o the woods, whence tho coughing
boam °A the tom-tom warna Jones of
the beginning of the end of his m-
pertal job, then they begin to mako
powerful “medicine™ to offset the might
of the Emperor's charm—a silver bul-
fst. Jones in the meanwhile has made
the necessary preparations for ab-
sconding (L e¢. his “get away”) and
sots out for the edgo of the forest
through which he must pass. He
reaches it tired and hungry, only to
find that the food.which he has hid-
den thero against just such an cmer-
geney has been removed and he must
face the awful ordeal of crossing the
dark forest st night worn, weary and
hungry. With splendid courage and
grim determination he sets out to do
this. But fate is asainst him. The
forest ts full of spocters which haunt
him, and a8 the visions of his pasy, lify
appesr, bp Mvy the shots mgm
pisto), including the aliver 1t
which was his “charm,” reserved for
himself.

It is In the selection of thess six.
episodes (scenes 3 to 7) that the gkill
of the playwright is put in evidence.
The first shot drives off “the lttle
formiless fears.” which Indicate the

the mans soul is stiripped by his in-
creasing terror down to ite primitive
casentinls
instead of getting through the forest,
he loses his way turns In a circle and
comes back to the point at which he
first entered 1t There, led by Lem, a
chief whom he had injured and who
waits there with a sublime cunfidsnce
thet the power of bhis “charm™ will
bring the Emperor back He is shot
by tho soidirrs of his own Negro army.
And thsat 1s the end of “The Emperor
Jones It the tale has any moral it
might be this That the good Lord
watches over thu poor and ignorant
to protect them even from clever sharp-
crs of their own 'ribe

Buch 18 the play as written The play
as produced was a marvel of stage-
setting »nd mtnga affacta  In fact its
great auccess depends as much on the
effective handling o: the stage direc-
tors part as on anything else Tle
ploy was originally billed for a run of
two weecks at the Princess Theatre, but
the genius of Charles Gilpin In the
title-role mado it a six months’ aenss-
tion Mr Gilpin‘'a acting is creative
acting t shows comprehension. power,
mastery In the choracter of an in-
flated mountebank with a ballast of
shrewd common sense and a cargo of
woul confidence, he plays up 1o, but
never overplayn, the jart  Aand whea
tho naked soul is stripped by terror of
oll ity trnppiness, we nce the terror, yet
cannot bitnk the «ourags ahich .arries
Brutus Jones through to the awful end
of his ordeal. Gilpin acts with taste
and discrimination  He holds hiwn re-
serves nf dramatice vigor well tn hand.
and doesn t uge them untit he has need
of them Then, in the 1hird, fourth.
ffth and sixth scenes, he ‘turns them
joose” and risen to creacendoes of ef-
fectivo Intenstty And in this, as in
other things. it can truly be aaid that
no white actor on Broadwayv during
recent years has surpassed this Negro
actor. And it may be fairly questioned
whether any has equalied him His
genius in his line 15 a credit to the
dramatice powera of the race to which
the great Ira Aldridge bolonged

Among our own writers a provious
study of the technique of the drama is
not idered a 'y prerequlaite
to the uttering of opinions on things
dramatic; and we find that while some
of them, unable to fofm any qualified
judgments of their own, simply ro-echo
the encomiums of the white writers
without understanding the whys and
wherefores: & fow others with com-
mondable racial pride, but unfortunate

1} standing, object that the play

origin of thé other apecters. The a
shuts out the spectre of Jeff, the man
whom he had killed in 8 game of craps,
while the third dissipates the horrors
aof the convict-camp of his earlier days
in which he had killed a prison guard

who hmso %‘n&u his own
‘pevecnal ' WA Aafesbotey
back. But the suul of the fndividuml
1s-a Dud on the stem of his ancestry;_
the bass of the individual's mind is
bodded {n the roots of his race, which
s moulded o} that race’s expuridnce.
And ia the succeeding scemres the specte
ers are the past horrore of a racial ex~
p@rience, w rise from the roots of
Jones's subtonsclous mind. Dogged by
ilteso “haunts™ he finds himsolf put up
107 sale as & slave on a spectral auction
tloock, then on & ghostly slave ship in
‘'the dreaded “middle passage,” and,
finally, ho is about to be offered by &
Congo witch-doctor as a human sacri-
fico to & phantom crocodile-god on the
banks of the Congo. From each agony
he frees himself by a shot from his
pistol, untfl, in the seventh sccno his
last shot is spent.

In the meanwhile the beat of the
tom-tom grows at each shot louder,

nearer, more rapid and menacing, and

“does not elovate the Negro.” It is neo-
essary to explain, therefore, that tho
drama s intonded to mirror life, either
in recalistic outward terms, or, as in
this case, in the imaginative te¥ms of
Ihner expericnce. Mr. O'Nelll, in por-
Mraying® ¢he eowl- of-an ignomnt and
superstitious poerson of any race could
not be ao silly as to pul in that per-
son's mouth the language of a differ-
ent sort of person. Ho did the bast he
could—and he did it very well. And
Mr. Glipin, In acting the play. had to
act what was in the play. He couldn't
act anything else. When the forms of
expression now current among our i{l-
literates shall have died out, thon, and
not thl then, will be unseemly in a
play of contemporary character to re-
produce theso terms.

‘““The fauilt, dear Brutus, {s not in our

stars,
But In ourselves "
To those who have an understanding of
the drama and its laws, “The Emperor
Jones,” as written by O'Neill and acted
by Gilpin, wil] be known for what it
{s: a great play acted by a great actor
and {n & noble manner.
HUBERT H. HARRISON.

[ tfion wroutant

L
Oh! ‘tis well that the future {s hid
from our sight,
That wo walk in the sunshine nor
dream of the cloud,
That we cherish a flower and think
not of dlight;
'That ws dance on the loom that may
weave us a shroud,
v
It was good, it was kind in the Wise
Cmne above

To W- Yol o'ver the face
Tat we dreed dot ine blow {Nae dnait]
strike at our love
Ana expect not the beams that shall
dry up our tears.
By laeille Winifred Marsden,

136 West 1134 street,
New York City.

REFLECTIONS OF A SLAVE.
. (@alestion XI.)
A TRIBUTR TO LINCOLN,
doitirk'eouian thy epirit epeek,
Anidnation’s Chist,

o
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s
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To help the siave in this'
(To be continued)
By Ethel Trew Dunlap.
3283 Wentworth Ave, Chicago, Il

MIDNIGHT

The mighty peaks in perfect silence
stand,

in my ear:
The falling leaves in pity touch my
hand,
A plaintive hush broods o'er
landscape drear.
The balmy dew bedecks the riverside,
A spicy smell ia nestling In the glen.
A solemn peace and swelling glow
abide,
And Dbdlessings lull the weary brow
ot men,
CHAB. H. ESTE,
Q N, L A. Literary Club, Montreal.

THE NEW NEGRO WOMAN'S
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE
WHITE MAN

uvu:’h with your lustful eyves,

e wil| never bend our knees:
The shacklea ne'er again shall bind,
The azms which now are free.
Some strike for hope of booty,

Bomse for ths h of pride,
We battle to dafend our al.
For which our mothers died.

We loath you in our bosoma.

the

We na'er will u ors,
L u’:"’w%  slave:

And wWE Y
t we wil) m ths ses of virtue,
we ¥ink edth its waves.

Estella Matthews
3738 2fontross

WEAK WOMEN
ATTENTION!

4
W: with FEMALE TROU

Backache.

In the grip of this terror, ||

The wayward winds breathe music]

We pcorn you with our eyes:
‘We despise you with our latest breath,
And t you ti1l we dle:

.m P.'n o
ot g‘mr Btomach, Dear-

Here Is a Job For That

Dollar Bill in Your Pocket|

AMERICAN

NECRO
LABOR

B Now!

Stocx IN Twe
Buack
Star
LINE

LT I I
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Industrial and Commercial Development are the basis of success for any
people. The advantages and money-making possibilities of the Black Star
Line to the race are so great that you cannet afford to be without stocks in
.this Corporation.

THE BLACK STAR LINE, Inc.

Is capitalized at $10,000,000 under the Laws of the State of Delaware and is
backed in its operations by the full strength of its organization with mil-
lions of Negro men and women in all parts of the world.

TWO MILLION SHARES OF COMMON STOCK NOW ON SALE

At par value of Five Dollars ($5.00) each at the office of the Corporation.

Do you realize that this is the only Negro Corporation owning; controlli
and operating steamships in the whole world? fling

We are making special efforts to add ships of large tonnage to those now
owned and controlled by this concern. Will you do your part in assisting
this, the greatest effort ever made to have the race rise to a position in the
maritime world that will challenge the admiration and command the at-
tention of the world.

You owe it to yourself and to posterity to lay this economic foundation.

cececcaecemee==-c-=--CUTTHISOUTANDMAILIT- - - - - - _ . _ __._.__..
SUBSCRIPTION BLANK

“THE BLACK STAR LINE, Inc.”
56 West 135th Street, New York City
Gentlemen:
1 lisreby subscribe for. ............... shares of stock at $5.00 per share and forward here-
Wﬂll as ﬁ’ll ment : a1 logesererere s reresasesey O SAME,.
Name . oiiriiiiiiiiietteteestrererenesnnnsoremm
. Street ...
City
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